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: What goes WP and doesn*

come back down?

1. Topics

You have probably noticed that HKDSE
Paper 4 focuses on the daily lives of Hong Kong
secondary school students. | would summarize
this as the 4 W’s + H : What do they think of
the current environment? What do they do in
school/after school? Why do they fall into peer
pressure? When do they study for their exams?
Who do they look upon? How do they react to
situations? How can they make a difference?
And the list is endless. When | work with the
students, most of them say they are familiar with
the topic but they find it difficult to do a group
discussion and that's where the irony is: If it's a
familiar topic then shouldn’t it be easy to do a
discussion? It brings to my next point.

2. Organization

Students are given a small piece of white
paper to jot down their thoughts and ideas, yet
| see either student write so much - speech or
nothing at all. Paper 4 is a discussion and not an
individual presentation or a speech. Therefore,
students should be writing their main points in
bullet or numbered form and start the discussion
in a more natural pace. Just you would like in a
Chinese discussion except this is in English.

Thank you for allowing me to be part of your studies and | hope | have made some
difference in helping with your preparation. | would also like to thank all the teachers,
assistant teachers, support staff and the school office for their support and warm reception
when | see them. Thank you and | hope to see you again next year.
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The King and his men in our English Drama

Can you say the world's
hardest tongue twister?

Learning English Through
Social Issues Writing Course

Our GELT

Hi, my name is Mahesh Sujanani, (most students call me ¢ Mr. Ma’). This is my 3rd

by Mahesh - Mr. Ma

year conducting the F4 & F5 HKDSE Oral/Speaking Exam Practice which is held during
lunch hours. | am also conducting an intensive writing course for F1 students after
school. | am a native English speaker from the ‘cold’ country but ‘WARM’ people of
Canada.

English is one of the core exams in the HKDSE and Paper 4 (Oral/Speaking)

seems to be a challenge among all Hong Kong secondary students and CHECSS
students should regard themselves as fortunate to have the opportunity to do mock
practices. The paper is divided into 2 parts : Part A - Group Discussion - 80% and Part B
- Individual Response - 20%. From my observation | have compiled a list of tips which |
believe will be of great help in better preparing for the exam.

3. Teamwork

At the exam you won’t know your other team members for discussion. You won’t know
if he/she is a strong/weak speaker. Therefore, prepare yourself. The marks are given as a
group effort and it is not a competition of who can speak the most and loudly. You need to
respect others and follow a set of etiquette (just like a normal conversation e.g. mannerism
and being courteous). Also, address each student by their assigned letter e.g. Candidate A,
B...that way the examiner can follow the flow of the discussion. And most importantly, ‘EYE
CONTACT and ‘BODY LANGUAGE.

4. Practice, Practice, Practice = Periect, Perfect, Periect

Doing lunch practices and in English lessons are not sufficient to get yourself prepared
for the exam. It is a constant, daily task, which only you can push yourself to continue so
you can become more familiar with the process and most importantly ‘CONFIDENT'. If you
can make yourself confident at the exam then any topic or situation would not be a problem.
Therefore, | suggest why not spend time doing a mock within your class or the next. Collect
4 different students each time, find a topic in the school library newspaper or internet and
just give it a go. Make up some Individual Response questions (or pick a past paper from
your books or ask your English teacher to prepare one for your group). After the mock,
share feedback and ideas with your group.

Finally, | want to leave you with this useful link http://yp.scmp.com/education/exam-tips/
article/102661/want-5-here-are-our-insider-tips-acing-dse-english-language-paper

And also with some words of encouragement
from a recent conversation with one of your
English teachers who describes 2016-2017
students ‘ as the best intake of English speaking
students in 10 years’.
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Learning English with
students from Taiwan

A

Giving out clues for riddles at
the English Morning Assembly

Stories of Courage is a collection of eight
true stories about exceptionally brave people.
The stories take place at different times, and
in different places around the world. Each
courageous character shows remarkable bravery,
determination, and intelligence in solving the
terrible problems that they face.

Each story features a person who makes an
important decision that changes his life forever.
In many cases this decision means choosing a
difficult and dangerous life instead of an easy and
comfortable one. For example, Aung San Suu Kyi
chooses to leave her happy life in England for
the sake of her country; Erin Brockovich decides
to help the people of Hinkley, even though this
means working harder for no extra money, and
less time with her family. Aaron Ralston chooses
to risk death in order to escape his dreadful
situation; and Chico Mendez and Odette Sansom
selflessly choose to do difficult jobs in order to
create a better world for future generations.

Stories of courage inspires
determination and a sense of
justice in our lives. It encourages
us to face our problems more
courageously. So, | highly
recommend this book to you. It
can be borrowed from our library.

STORIES OF
COURAGE



